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Abstract

The animal science sector from Romania and, in general, from Eastern European 

Countries, is passing through changes related to the EU integration. A common 

characteristic is that each of the respective countries pays a contribution for research to the 

European Union and tries to draw back funds at least at the level of their contribution, by 

participating to research projects financed by EU. Moreover, under the influence of the 

research policy of EU, the national research priorities shifted toward the European 

priorities. This is why the EU financing programs for research, the so called “Framework 

programs” (FP) became more and more important. The paper browses the opportunities for 

animal science related research within the current (FP6) and forthcoming (FP7) financing 

programs. The paper emphasizes the last call for projects of FP6, the Romanian winners of 

projects from the previous calls within FP6, and the extended opportunities within FP7. 

In the current financing program for research of the European Union, the 

Framework Program 6 (FP6), the most suitable financing opportunities for research 

in animal science sector are within the 5
th

 priority (Food Quality and Safety). It has 

to be mentioned that, of all priorities, the 5
th

 priority was allocated one of the 

lowest financial support, 685 million Euros. The structure of the FP 6 with the 

budget for each priority is shown below.

Priority Thematic Areas of Research (11.285 million Euros in total):

1. Life sciences, genomics and biotechnology for health 2.255

2. Information society technologies 3.625

3. Nanotechnologies and nanosciences,

knowledge-based multifunctional materials,

new production processes and devices 1.300

4. Aeronautics and space 1.075

5. Food quality and safety   685

6. Sustainable development, global change and ecosystems 2.120

7. Citizens / governance in a knowledge-based society    225
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The primary objective of the 5
th

 priority is to improve the health and well-being of 

European citizens through higher quality food and improved control of food 

production and related environmental factors. The key concept of this priority is

the “fork to farm” approach, which provides the primary driver for developing 

new and safer food production chains and foods, relying in particular on 

biotechnology tools and taking into account the latest results of genomics research.

This is very important for research in animal science sector because the primary 

implications is that Eastern Europe organizations intending to participate to FP, 

has to shift part of their area of interest from national priorities, as increasing 

performance level or productive efficiency of farm animals, to European priorities, 

as those previously mentioned (e.g. food quality and safety). There are some other 

opportunities in other priorities (1 and 6) but the chances of a typical animal 

science research organization are rather poor.

The current FP6 is in its final stage, the last call for projects being recently released. 

The coordinates are:

• Call identifier: FP6-2005-FOOD-4-A

• Date of publication: 9
th

 of July 2005 

• Instruments: IPs and NoEs (NI)

• Closure dates: 

• 1
st

 stage: 05.10.2005 (17:00 Brussels local time)

• 2
nd

 stage: 08.02.2006 (17:00 Brussels local time)
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• Call identifier: FP6-2005-FOOD-4-B

• Date of publication: 9
th

 of July 2005 

• Instruments: STREPs, CAs;

• Closure date: 05.10.2005 (17:00 Brussels local time)

• Call identifier: FP6-2005-FOOD-4-C

• Date of publication: 9
th

 of July 2005 

• Instruments: SSAs;

• Closure date: 08.02.2006 (17:00 Brussels local time).

The Work Program of this 4
th

 call includes the following topics:

5.4.1. Total food chain:

T5.4.1.1 Improving the quality of pork and pork products for consumer (IP);

T 5.4.1.2 Improving the safety of beef and beef products for the consumer in 

production and processing (IP);

5.4.2 Epidemiology of food-related diseases and allergies

T5.4.2.1 Nutrient status and requirements of specific population groups (NoE);

T5.4.2.2 Influence of dietary history and celiac disease (STREP).

T5.4.3 Impact of food on health

T5.4.3.1 Milk and dairy products with optimized bioactivity (IP);

T5.4.3.2 Food components reducing the risk of dental diseases (STREP);

T5.4.3.3 Optimizing food processing for nutritional and environmental quality 

(STREP).

T5.4.4 Traceability processes along the production chain

T5.4.4.1 Origin and development of unintended micro-organisms in the food in 

feed chains (IP);

T5.4.4.2 Emerging technologies for food/feed traceability including monitoring the 

manufacturing and handling practices in the total food chain (IP).

5.4.5 Methods of analysis, detection and control

T5.4.5.1 Quality and safety control strategies for FOOD (NoE);

T5.4.5.2 Developing improved TSE inactivation methods (STREP);

T5.4.5.3 BSE infectivity of milk, milk products and meat derived from goats 

(STREP).
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5.4.6 Safer and environmentally friendly production methods and technologies and 

healthier food stuffs

T5.4.6.1 Reducing the use of plant protection products (NoE);

T5.4.6.2 Management of waste from farms and fisheries (CA);

T5.4.6.3 Linking national research communities working on E.coli O157 research 

(CA);

T5.4.6.4 High throughput analysis of plant composition and metabolism (STREP);

T5.4.6.5 Reduced fertilizer inputs through improved management of soil microbes 

(STREP);

T5.4.6.6 Disease risk from alternative and enriched cage systems (STREP).

5.4.7.Impact of animal feed on human health

T5.4.7.1 Feed safety control (STREP).

5.4.8 Environmental health risks

T5.4.8.1 Investigating the cause of allergy (IP);

T5.4.8.2 Investigation of potential health impacts of long-term exposure to 

disinfection by-products in drinking water (STREP);

T5.4.8.3 Pathogens in drinking water sources (STREP).

Various instruments (read “type of projects”) could be used within FP6; for 

organizations without experiences in FPs, a good idea is to start with SSA (Specific 

Support Actions). The objectives of the Specific Support Actions are:

• Promoting SME participation;

• Stimulating international cooperation;

• Initiatives supporting policy development;

• Linking with new MS and ACCs;

• Dissemination/exploitation of research;

• Contributing to the “EU Strategy for Life Sciences and Biotechnology”.

A list of relevant websites, useful for animal science researchers, is provided 

below:

http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/find-doc.htm;

http://www.cordis.lu/food/home.html;

     Registering as evaluator:

https://emmfp6.cordis.lu/index.cfm/fusection=wel.welcome

      International cooperation in FP 6

http://www.cordis.lu/food/inco.htm

Environmental Technology Action Plan 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/etap;
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Biotechnonology Action Plan

http://europa.eu.int/comm/biotechnology/introduction_en.html;

European Environmental Health Strategy

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environmental/health/inex_en.htm;

      EU Action Plan for Organic Food and Farming

http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/qual/organic/plan/index_en.htm;

EU Strategy for Life Sciences and Biotechnology

http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/lifescihealth.htm;

Other issues related to life sciences:

http://www.cordis.li/fp6/sustev.htm;

Policy oriented research (Common agricultural policy CAP, common fisheries 

policy CFP, Community policies related to health and environment):

http://www.cordis.lu/fp6/support.htm

Until now, three calls within FP6 were organized, and the last results of the third 

call will be known soon. Concerning first two calls, where all results are known 

there were 90 Romanian participants in 55 proposals. Of this, 11 projects were 

selected for financing, in which participate 12 Romanian organizations.

The organizations that are involved in FP projects within the 1st and 2
nd

 calls are:

- University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, Bucharest 

    OPTIMILK – SSA (FP 6-2002-Food-1) “Quality safety and value optimization of 

the milk supply chain in Central and Easter European Markets”

- University of Agricultural Sciences and Veterinary Medicine, Banat

    TECARE – SSA (FP 6-2003-Food-2A) “Trans regional Cooperative Platform for 

Competitiveness in Agro-food Research and SMEs”

- Institute of Biology and Animal Nutrition, Balotesti

    CEC ANIMAL SCIENCE – SSA (FP 6-2002-Food-1) “Supporting animal science 

in Central Europe Candidate Countries”

    FEED FOR PIG HEALTH – STREP (FP 6-2002-Food-1) “Development of natural 

alternatives to antimicrobials for the control of pig health and promotion of 

performance support to animal science”

- Institute of Public Health “Iuliu Moldovan”, Cluj Napoca

     SAFEFOODNET – SSA (FP 6-2003-Food-2A) “Chemical Food Safety Network 

for the enlarging Europe”

- Institute of Biochemistry , Romanian Academy
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    BIOEXPLOIT – IP (FP 6-2003-Food-2A) “Exploitation of natural plant 

biodiversity for pesticide free production of food”

- Institute of Agricultural Research, Fundulea

CHANNEL - SSA (FP6-2003-ACC-SSA-Food) “Operating channels of 

communication between the ACCs and the EU in Ecological Farming”

- Institute of Food Bioresources

    CEC ANIMAL SCIENCE – SSA (FP 6-2002-Food-1) “Supporting animal science 

in Central Europe Candidate Countries”

    TRAINNET FUTURE – SSA (FP 6-2002-Food-1) “Training networks for  NCPs 

and support organizations with special focus in ACCs in the areas of FQ&S”

    FOODLINK – SSA (FP 6-2003-ACC-SSA-General) “Linking ACCs and EU MS 

food sectors with higher level of participation in the FP 6 projects”

- SC PROPLANTA SA

    GRUB’S UP - CA (FP 6-2003-Food-2A) “Recycling and up grading wastes from 

food production for use within the food chain”

- SC FRUTEX SA

    GRUB’S UP – CA (FP 6-2003-Food-2A) “Recycling and up grading wastes from 

food production for use within the food chain”

- Mondo Consulting  & Training SRL

    QUALITYMEAT (FP 6-2003-ACC-SSA-FOOD) “Survey on the research 

landscape in the ACCs for monitoring and promoting good quality meat 

production, the whole food chain from farm to fork of poultry and pork meat”

Over the first two calls, it can be observed that, of the involved organizations, 62% 

are research centers, 23% are SMEs and 15% are universities. Also, it can be 

observed that only few projects (OPTIMILK, CEC ANIMAL SCIENCE, FEED FOR 

PIG HEALTH, QUALITYMEAT) are specific to animal science sector.

A synthetic table showing the Romanian participation within the 3
rd

 call is 

presented below:

Type of 

instrument

Research 

institutes

Universities Private 

companies

Others Total

SSA 6 5 6 1 18

CA 1 - 1 - 2

STREP 9 5 2 - 16

IP 2 2 1 1 6
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NoE 2 - - - 2

Total 20 12 10 2 44

Among those proposals, there were four Romanian coordinators, submitting one 

project CA, one STREP and two SSAs. After proposals’ evaluation, two projects 

with Romanian partners were selected:

- National Institute for Biological Sciences

Nutra-Snacks (FP6-2004-Food–3–B) “Ready-to-eat food for breakfast and sport 

activity with high content of nutraceutics preventing disease and promoting 

public health”

-ANYSOFT

INFOOD NETWORK (FP6-2004-Food–3–B) “Sharing information on food 

related environmental, safety and traceability aspects among European 

small-medium farms”

After screening the results of first calls of FP6, some advices for being successful in 

FPs are: 

- to understand the FPs (rules, principles….), 

- to contact the national contact point (N.C.P.) of the relevant thematic area for 

obtaining information, assistance in proposal preparation and building 

partnerships, 

- to study the already accepted proposals,

- to look for information on Cordis website, 

- to set-up partnerships. 

- to included into the databases of relevant EU projects 

Some projects ensuring functioning of such databases and other useful tools are:

• Foodlink (2004): Cooperation offers in food sector (http://www.foodlink.org.uk/)

• Trainnet Future (2004 – present): Partner Profile Form, Partner Search Form, 

questionnaires (http://trainnetfuture.tetalap.hu/)

• CEC Animal Science (2004 – present): Questionnaires (http://www.animal-

science.net/)

• EU AGRI Mapping (will start soon).

The importance of filling questionnaires and being present in databases is 

demonstrated by the results of the ”CEC Animal Science” project which is 

coordinated by Euroquality, France. The partners are from Italy, Israel, Bulgaria, 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, Turkey, Romania (Institute 

of Biology and Animal Nutrition – IBNA and Institute of Food Bioresources - IBA). 

The CEC Animal Science project carried out an overview of the research 



Claudia Mo12

landscapes in the field of animal science sector in Central and Eastern Europe. 

There were filled questionnaires on line. Information on resources includes data on 

the number of employees (total number, number involved in administrative tasks, 

in research & education, number of PhD, veterinarians so on). The following 

indicators have been used to assess scientific excellence: number of international 

publications per sector and per animal , number of patent, number of tools and 

method elaborated per sector, number of lecturers invited at international 

congresses per sector (last three years). One of the outcomes of the project was 

establishing hierarchies depending on mentioned indicators, in order to provide 

EU and Western European organizations with information about research 

organization in Central and Eastern Europe. Not filling the questionnaires and not 

being present in relevant databases means reduced chances of integration to the 

European Research Area. 

A draft of the forthcoming FP7 was already published and its first call will be 

published at the end of 2006. FP 7 has four programs:

• Cooperation – Collaborative research component;

• Ideas – Frontier research component;

• People –Human potential component;

• Capacities - Research capacity component.

There are some new tools within FP7, beside those used in the current FP6. These 

tools are:

• Collaborative projects and networks;

• Joint Technology Initiatives (JTI);

• Coordination of national research programs;

• International Cooperation.

In the future, an important role will play the Technological Platforms which will 

probably lead to Joint Technological Initiatives. For Romanian organizations, the 

active presence in technological platforms could lead to the increase of rate of  

participation in European projects. The European Technological Platforms relevant 

for agri-food sector and the participants from Eastern countries are the following:

• Food for Life (launched 05.07.2005):  Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, 

Slovakia, Romania (IBA, IBNA);

• Global Animal Health (launched 16.12.2004) – none;

• FABRE (Animal Breeding) (in preparation): Czech Republic, Hungary, 

Slovakia, Poland.

• Plants for the Future (launched 26.06.2004)- Estonia, Hungary, Slovakia, 

Poland;
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The theme of interest for animal science sector is mainly the 2
nd

 priority, “Food, 

Agriculture and biotechnology” which consists in the following areas:

• Sustainable production and management of biological resources from 

land, forest and aquatic environments;

• “Fork to farm”: Fork, health and well being;

• Life sciences and biotechnology for sustainable non-food products and 

Processes.

Taking into account the allocated funds, the opportunities suitable for animal 

science sector seems to increase in FP7 comparing to FP6, however, good 

knowledge of FP-related information and specific expertise are a condition in being 

successful. 

Conclusion

The launch of the 7
th

 Framework Program in the near future and the connected 

preparatory stages play an important role in obtaining an increase of Romanian 

participation to European research. Through improvement of the flux of specific 

information toward the potential participants (through NCPs, Conferences, Info 

Days, etc.) an increased participation to FP7 could be expected. 


